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ADVERTISEMENT. 

4 E following pieces arc without a doubt 
to be attribued to the firſt Wits of the 

age, being much ſought after, and difficult 

now to be procured from the ſeveral publica- 

tions in which they firſt appeared; to collect 

5 therh together, has been thought will not be 


unacceptable to the Public. 
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KOLLIAD. 


No. I. 


et Led te Romani ScHiptors, cedite G rats.” 


Norume can be more conſonant to the 
advice of Horace and Ariſtotle, than the conduct 
of our Author throughout this poem, The 


action is one entire, and pred! event, being the 


procreation | of a child on the wife of a Saxon 
Drummer. The Poem opens with a moſt labour- 
ed and maſterly deſcription of a Storm. Rollos 
ſtate of mind in this arduous tuation is finely 


painted: ; | 


* 


Now Rolle Rormd more loudiy than the wind ; 


No doubts and black deſpair perplex his mind; 
| Hopelels to ſee his veſſel ſafely harbour'd, 
He hardly knows his farboard from his larbeard ! 


3 Tbat 


3 


That a Sis in diſtreſs ſhould nor . his 
right hand from his 4, is moſt natural and af. 
fecting; in other hands, indeed, it would not 
have appeared ſufficiently poetical, but the tech- 
nical expreſſions of our author convey the idea 
in all the Blaze of metaphor, The ſtorm at length 
ſublides, and Rolle is ſafely landed on the coaſt 
of Suſſex. Some of his followers diſcover and con- 
duct him to the country-houſe of Dame Shipion, 
a Lady of exquiſite beauty, and firſt Concubine to 
the Uſurper Harold. Her likeneſs (as we all 
know) is ſtill preferved at the wax-work in Fleet- 


ſtreet. To chis lady he relates with great mo- 
deſty his former actions, and his deſign of con- 


quering England, in which (charmed with the 
graee with which he eats and tells fories) ſhe 


| Promiſes to affiſt him, and they ſet off together 


for London. In the third book Dame Shipton, or 


as the author fliles her, Shiptonia, propoſes a 


party to the puppet ſew; on the walk they are 
ſyrpriſed by. a ſhower, and retire, under Temple 


Bar, where Shiptonia forgets her fidelity to Harold: 
| We are ſorry to obſerve, that this incident is 


not ſufficiently poetical, nor does Shiptonis pare 
with her chaſtity in ſo ſolemn a manner as Dido in 


the ueid. In the opening of the fourth book 
hikewile we think our author inferior to Vixgil, 


whom 


1 1 


whom he exactly copies, and in ſome places tranſ⸗ | 
lates; he begins in this manner: — 


But now (for thus it was decreed above) 5 
Shiptoma falls exceſſively in love; 

In every vein, great Rollos eyes and fame, 

Light up, and then add fuel to the flame! 

His words, his beauty, ſtick within her breaſt, 
Nor do her cares afford her any reſt. 


Here we think that Virgit's ce berent infixi 
pectore vultus verbaque, is ill tranſlated by 
the proſaic word flick. We muſt confeſs however, 
that from the deſpair and death of Shiptonia, to 
the baitle of Haſtings, in which Rolls kills with 
his own hand the Saxon Drummer, and carries off 
his wife, the Poem abounds with beautiful details. 
Bur the ſixth book, in which Rollo almoſt deſpair- 
ing of ſuccels, deſcends into a Night Cellar to 
conſult this illuſtrious Merlin on his future deſtiny, 
is a maſter - piece of * 


From this book an extract has aready been 
given in the different papers; but as the Philoſo. 
pher's magic lanthorn exhibits the characters af 
all the Rollos deſcendants, and even of all thoſe 
who were to act on the ſame ſtage with the Mar- 
cellus of the piece, the preſent iat ius Mr. Rollo, 
we mean to ſelect in our next number ſome of the 


B 2 3 moſt 


1 1 


moſt ftriking ould of iy, Waun . 


Caine of P. verry! 
| Ws 1 


8 Our author, after giving an account of the 
| Immediate - deſcendants of Rollo, finds himſelf 
1 ö conſiderably embaraſſed by the three unfortu- 
. Rollos, whom hiſtory relates to have been 
banged. Fr rom this difficulty however he relieves 
himſelf by a contrivance equally new and ar- 
9 duous, viz. by verſifying the bill of indictment, 
. inſerting 1 in it a flaw, by which they are faved 
from condemnation. Bur in the tranſactions of 
thoſe early times, however dignified the phrafeolo. 
gy, and enlivened by fancy, there is little to amaze 
and leſs to intereſt: tet us haften, therefore, to thoſe 
characters about whom, not to be tolicitous, 18 
| to want curioſity, and whom not to admire, is to 
want gratitude—to thoſe characters, in ſhore, 
whoſe ſplendor illuminates the preſent Houſe of 


| Commons. 


8 of theſe, our a principal 8 ap- 
Eo. pears GY be that amiable young Nobleman, whoſe 
| diary 


3.1 


7 


diary we have all peruſed with fo much pleaſure, : 
Of him he © a9; — | 


— Superior to abuſe, 

He nobly glurier i in the name of Goos; 

Such Geeſe at Rome from the perfidious Gaul, 
Preſery'd the Treas'ry- Bega and Capitol, &c. &c, 


In the deſcription of hed Mahon, our author 
epa alittle from his wonted gravity.— 


This Quixote of the Nation, 
"Bears bis own Windmills in geſticulation, 


Fo ſtrike nat pleaſe, his utmolt force he bends, 
And all his ſenſe is at his fingers ends, &c. &c. 


Not the maſt beautiful effort of our author's 
genius, (if we except only the well- known cha- 
racter of Mr. Rollo himſelf,) is contained in the 

deſcription of Mr. Pitt. 


Pert without fire, without experience ſage, 


Young with more art than Shþ——-e glean'd from age, 
Too proud from pilter'd greatneſs to deſcend,_ 

Too humble not to call Dundas his friend, 

In filent dignity and ſullen ſtate, | 

This new Octavius riſes to debate } 


Mild 


1 i 
| [ ] | 
5 


Mild and more mild he ſees each placid row 

3 Of Country Gentlemen with rapture glow; 
He ſees, convuls'd with ſympathetic throhs, 
Apprentice Peers and depu ve Nabobs? 
Nor Rum Contractors think his ſpeech Ob. 
While words, like treacke, trickle from his Tong 
O Soul congenial to the Souls of Re. ?? 
Whether you tax the luxury of Coals, 

Or vote ſome neceſſary Millions more, 

To feed an Indian friend's exhauſted ſtore. 
Fain would I praiſe (if I like thee could praiſe} 

Thy matchleſs virtues in congenial * 8 
But, Ah! two weak, bc. &c, 


This ,upellbgy, han is like the wh epiſ- 
copari” of Biſhops, for our author continues his 
panegyric during about one hundred and fifty lines 
more, after which he. proceeds to a taſk (as 


he ſays) more congenial to his abilities, and 


paints 


—— in ſmooth confectionary ſtile, 


r wing ſadneſs of bis An grave ſmile, 


From the character of this r we ſhall 


only ſelect a part of one couplet, which tends to 


elucidate 


71 


; Sudden © our auler: ng panes io * 


alice harmony « 


—— within his labꝰ ring throat Oy | 
The ſhrill 1 rie fruggles with the harſh toarfe note.” 


As we mean. ta excite, 90 og to ſatiafy che 


curioſity of our readers, we ſhall: here put a period 
to our extracts, and ſhall in our next confider our 
author's votes on the work, from which we appre- 
hend that his knowledge as an amiquary wilt not 
appear at all inferior to his excellence as a poet. 
We cannot, however, conclude this eſſay, without 
obſerving, that there are very few lines in the whole 


work which are at all inferior to thoſe we have ſe- 


lected for the entertainment of our readers. 


F 


No. ul. 


It was our iorention to. chants proceeded, immedi” 
_ ately to the valuable treaſures. of uncommon. eru- 
dition contained in the notes on this admirable 
Poem. We ſhall however at preſent; take the li- 


berty of poſtponing this deſign, and of giving if 


ſtead, one or two. entracts more from the great 
work _ for the, entertainment of the public, 
The- 
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The following beautiful addreſs to Sir Richard 
2 Hill, we hope, will alone be a ſufficient apology to 
| bo - our readers for the alteration of our plan: 


, - » * . 


_. ao Brother of Rowland, or; if yet more dear, 
= Sounds thy new title, Couſin of a Peer; 
i Scholar of various learning, good or evil, 
an | - | Alike what God inſpir'd,” or what the Devil; ©: + 
To} Speaker well ſkill'd, what no man hears; to write z - 
Sleep giving Poet of a fleepleſs night; - 3 
Polemie, Politician, Saint, and Wit, 

Now laſhing Madan, now defending Pitt ; 
Thy praiſes here ſhall live till time be o er, 

-F riend of King _ tho? of of Ag 7 eſte more hh 


; 


- 


The ſolemnity of this opening is well reed? 10 
the dignity of the occaſion. The heroes of Homer 
generally addreſs each other by an appellativey 
marking their affinity to ſome illuſtrious perſonage- 

The Grecian poet, it muſt be confeſſed, in ſuck 
caſes, uſes a patronimic, expreſſive of the gene- 
alogy; as Pelides, Racides, Laertiades; but i it is not 
abſolutely neceſſary to obſerve this rule. For, 

M' pherſon, a poet with whom our author is moſt 
likely to be intimately acquainted, makes his hero 
Fingal, addreſs Oſſian by the titles of * Father of 
Oſcar.” It ſhould ſeem therefore to be ſufficient, 
oF in addrefling a om man, you particulariſe any 
. | * celebrated 


19 1 


celebrated character of the family who may be [| 
ſuppoſed to reflect honour on his connections; and i 
the Reverend Rowland: Hill was certainly the moſt i 
celebrated of our worthy Baronet's relations before 1 | 
the late creation of Lord Berwick, on which the qv 
next line happily rouches. The other alluſions in i 


calls his ſpeeches; to the verſes, which he repeated 
in the Houſe of Commons; to a pamphlet againſt 
Mr. Madan, by Richard Hill, Eſq; and to an ele- 
gant parody of amicus Socrates, amicus Pilato, ſed 
magis amica veritas, in the very words adopted by 
our author all theſe, except indeed the pamphler, 
we preſume to be too well known to require 
0 any illuſtration. | 


the apoſtrophe, to Sir Richard's promiſcous quo-”  ' èæ̃ ̈ꝗ! 
tations from the Bible and Rocheſter ; to his ele- 4 
gant compoſitions in the news-papers, which he _. x 
_—_ 

| 


The promiſe of immortality to the worthy baro- 
net, by means of the preſent poem, is truly in the 
ſpirit of the claſſics. The modeſty of Virgil, in- 
deed, on a ſimilar occaſion, led him to inſert a d ſav- 
ing clauſe of 


Si quid mea carmina poſſint ; 


but our Poet, with the confidence of ſuperior ge- ; 
| C nius, i} 


110 


mus, __ ta his W in the ſtile i of yes 


: 
' x 
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Oelen mr, 


= Our author Fes very fon of Mr. 6 


Whole exalted foul, 

if | No bonds of vulgar prejudice controut ; 1 

N Ol ſhame unconſcious in his bold career, 

I} He 5 that honour which the weak revere, & c. 
1 But as this Gente 8 character rs fo perft tl 
ö = 4 well underſtood by the public, we ſhall rather fa. 
lect a ſhort catalogue of ſome among the interivs 
[ miniſterial heroes, who have hitherto been leis tre. 
| quently deſcribed, 


Mahon, outroaring torrents in their courſe, 

Banks the preciſe, and fluent Wilberforce, 
Not Arden, and the cooler Scott repair, | 
And Villers, comely with the flaxen hair; 
Ide gentle Greyvill's ever grinning Son, 
And the dark brow of ſolemn Hamilton. 


Theſe minazures, as, We. may AY them, pretdnt 
us with very ſtriking likeneſſes of the living ori- 
4 | _ginals. Lord Mayor perugps wighs be an excel. 
If FE — lent 


Eu } 


tent figure for a large portrait; but moſt of the 
- ethers are ſeen to as much advantage in this ſmall 
fize as they could poſſibly have been, had they 
been taken at full length, In the character of 
Villers, ic is probable that our Author may have 
had in his eye the Nircus of Homer who, as the 
commentators temark, is celebrated in the cata- 
logue of warriors, for the handſomeſt man in 
the Grecian army, and is never mentioned again 
through the whole twenty-four books of the Iliad. 


No. IV. | 


A new edition (being the nineteenth) of this 
univerſally admired poem, having been recently 
publiſhed, the ingenious author has taken that op- 
portunity to introduce ſome new lines on an Gcca- 
ſion perfectly congenital to his mule, and in the 
higheſt degree intereſting to the public, namely, 
the late Faſt and Thankſeiving, together with the 
famous diſcourſe preached in celebration of that 
day by thar illuſtrious orator and divine, the Re- 
verend Mr. Secretary Pettyman, —— This epiſode, 


S 
S WHO LT 


s 


f.w 4 


which is emphatically termed by himſelf in his 
prefatory addreſs to this laſt edition, his Epiſode 
Parſonic, ſeems to have been written perfectly con 
amore, and is conſidered by critics as one of the 
happieſt effuſions of the diſtinguiſned genius from 
whoſe high-wrapped fancy it originated. It con- 
ſiſts of nine-and-forty lines, of which, without far- 
ther exordium, we ſhall ſubmit the following ex- 
tracts to the inſpection, or, more poperly ſpeaking, 
the admiration of our readers. He ſets out with a 
' moſt ſpirited compliment to Dr. Prettyman, The 
two firſt lines are conſidered by critics as the moſt 
ſucceſsful example of the allterative ornameni 
upon record, + 


Thou Prince of Preachers, and thou Prince's Prieſt ; 
| Pembroke's pale pride—in Pitt's præcordia plac'd. 
| — Thy merits all ſhall future ages ſcan, 

And Pkince be loſt in PARsoN Pretiyman. 


he beauty of the hiſtorical alluſion, namely, to 
Prince Pretiyman, need not be pointed out to our 
readers, and the preſage that the fame of this Royal 
perſonage ſhould be loſt and abſorbed in the 
riſing reputation of the ingenious divine, is pe- 
culiarly ingenious and well turned. The cele- 
brated paſſage of Virgil, 


1 


Tu Marcellus etis :” 


is ſuppoſed to have been the Poet's recollection 


at the moment of his conceiving this paſſage, not 
that the 


Oh miſerande puer!“ 


in the preceding line, is imagined to have excited 
any EY of Mr. Pitt. 


4 


Our author now purſues his Hero to the pulpit, 
and there, in imitation of Homer, who always takes 
the opportunity for giving a minute deſcription of 
his perſonæ, when they are on the very verge of 
entering upon an engagement, he gives a labour- 
ed, but animated detail of the Doctor's perſonal 
manners and deportment. Speaking of the pene- 
trating countenance for which the Doctor i is dil- 

tinguithed, he aſh | 


Argus could boaſt an hundred eyes, 'tis true, 
The Docter looks an, hundred ways with two, | 
Eimlets they are, and bore you through and through. 


| This is a very clegant and claſſic compliment, 
„ and 
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and ſhews clearly what a decided advantage out 
rev. hero poſſeſſes over the celebrated Oębœ ub 


of antiquity. - Adaiſon is juſtly famous in tac lite- 


rary world, for the judgment with which he ſe. 
lects and applies familiar words to great occaſions, 


as in the inſtances: : 


————< The great, the important Day, | 
* Zi aim the Fare of Cato and of Rome 


«& The ſun grows dim with og he! Kc. 
This : is a very great beauty, for it e fares with 


ideas, as with individuals; we are the more inte- 
reſted in their fate, the better we are acquainted 


with them, but how inferior is Addiſon in this 


la 


reſpect to our author ? | | 


Gimlets they are, Kc. 


There is not ſuch a word in all Cato! How 
well-known and domeſtic the image ! How ſpe- 
cific and forcible the application Our author 
proceeds: Having deſcribed very accurately the 
ſtile of the doctorꝰ's hair-drefling, and devoted ten 
beautiful lines to an eulogy upon the brilliant on 


the little finger of his right hand, of which he em- 


Ft: phatically 


1 1 
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No va! putreſcent, not no whiting's eye, 
In the true water with this ring er vie 1 


he dts out. into the fins nat pct 


and vigorous apoſt rophe— 


Oh! had you ſeen his lily, lily hand, 
Stroke his ſpare cheek, and coax his ſnow-white band: 
This adding force to all his pow'rs of ſpeech ; 
This the protector of bis ſacred breech, | 
Thi at pointſthe way to Heav'n's cœleſtial grace, 
Ibis keeps his ſr.all-claathes in their proper place. 
Oh! bow the comely miniſter you'd prais 'd, 
As right and RENT by turn he rais d! TY. 


Wha does not perceive, in this deſcription, as 
if before their eyes, the thin, figure of emaciated 
divinity divided between religion and decorum; 
abxious to produce ſome truth, and conczal others; 
at onge concerned for fundamental points of vari- 
ous kinds; ever at the bo/tom of things Who 
does not fee this, and ſeeing, who does not admire? 
The notes that «ccompany this excellent epiſode, 
contain admirable inſtances of our author's pro- 
found knowledge in all the literature of our eſtab- 
_ ons. hs and ſhall he produced on the very 
7 | r 


as Ay OE oor; 


1 
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firſt opportunity, as a ful ol deciſive. proof 
that his learning is perfectly on a level with his 
genius, and his religion quite equal to his poctry- : 


F 4 3 
4 * ” * + = of KS 43> S* *. 
1 8 » : 


On Monday laſt, the enettianh edition of this 
incomparable poem made irs appearance, - and'we 

ſafely venture to predict, that ſhould it be follow- 

ed by an hundred more, while the fertile and inex- 
hauſtible genius of the author continues to enrich 

every new edition with new heauties, they will not 

fail to run through, with the ſame rapidity that 

the former have done, ſo univerſal is the enthuſi- 
alm prevailing among the genuine lovers of po- 
.try, and all perſons of acknowledged taſte, 


with reſpect to tis wonderful and unparalled pro- 
duktion. | | 


© Whas chiefly diſtinguiſhes this edition, and ren- 
ders it peculiarly intereſting at the preſent moment, 
is the admirable een nn in it of the 
r 


* 


(17 1 


newly appointed India Board; in which the cha- 
racters of the members compoſing i it are moſt hap- . 
pily, though perhaps ſomewhat ſeverely, contraſted 
with thoſe to whom the ſame high office had been 
allotted by a former adminiſtration, 
#8 | | | | EL? 


That the feelings of the public are in uniſon 
with thoſe of our author upon this occaſion, is ſuf- 
ficiently apparent from the frequent Panegyrics 
with which the public papers have of late been 
filled, upon the characters of theſe diſtinguiſhed 
* perſonages In truth, the ſuperiority of our pre- 
ſent excellent adminiſtration over their opponents, 
can in no inſtance be more clearly demonſtrated, 
than by a candid examination of the comparative 
merics of the perſons appointed by each of them 
to preſide in this arduous and important __ 
ment. 


Our author opens this compariſon by the fol- 
lowing elegant compliment to the accompliſhed 
Nobleman, whole ſituation, as Secretary of State, 
entitles him to a priority of notice, as the emi- 
nence of his abilities will ever enſure him a due 
. ſuperiority of weight in the deliberations of the 


board. 
. D Sydney 


fa] 


8 whom all the pow'rs of rhet'rick grace, 
Conſiſtent Sydney fills Fitzwilliam's place; 

O, had by nature but propitious been, 

His ſtrength of genius to bis length of chin, 
His mighty mind in ſome prodigious plan, 

At once with eaſe had rere to lodoſtan! 1 


The idea conveyed in theſe ? lines, of the pofli- 
bility of a feature in the human face extending 
to ſo prodigious a diſtance as the Eaſt Indics, 
has been objected to as ſomewhat hy perbolical: 

but thoſe who are well acquainted with the per- 
| ſon, as well as the character of the novle lord 
EY alludeg to, and who are unqueſtionably the beſt 
Judges of the extent of the compliment, -will 
certainly be of a different opinion; neither in- 
deed is the objection founded in truth, but muſt 
have ariſen merely from the paſſige not having 
been properly underſtood; it by no means ſuppoſes 
his lordſhip to have literally a chin of ſuch. pre- 
poſterous dimenfions, as muſt be imagined, for the 
Purpoſe of reaching to the Eaſt Indies, but figura- 
tively ſpeak ing, only purports, that if his lordihip's 
mental faculties are co- extenſive with that diitin- 
guiſhed feature of his face, they may readily em- 
brace, and be competent. to the conſideration of 
the moſt diſtant objects: the meaning of the au- 
bor is fa obvious, that this cavil probably origi- 


nated 


[og 1 


1 in wilkul „ with a view of 
detracting from the merit of one of the moſt beau- 
tiful paſſages in the whole poem. What reader 
can refuſe his admiration to the following lines, 
in which the leading features of the characters are 


ſo juſtly, ſtrongly, and at the ſame time ſo con- 
ciſely delineated? 


* 
* (ads \ 
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Acute obſervers, who with ſkilful ken 
Deſcry the characters of public men, 
Rejoice that pow'r and patronage ſhould paſs 
From ſobbing Montague, to pure Dundas ; 
Exchange with pleaſure, Elliot, Lews'ham, Notth, 
For Mulgrave's tried integrity and worth ; | 
And all muſt own, that worth completely tried, 
By turns experienc'd upon ev'ry ſide, | 


Te 


How happy is the ſelection of epithets in theſe 
lines! how forcibly deſcriptive of the character 
to which they are applied! In the ſame ſtrain he 
proceeds: 


Whate'e Experience Gregory might boaft, 
Say, is not Walfingham himſelf a hoſt ? 
His grateful countrymen, with joyful eyes, 
From Sackville's aſhes fee this Phoenix riſe z | 

Perhaps with all his maſter's talents bleft, = 
To fave the Eaſt as he ſubdu'd the Weſt, 
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The hiſtorical alluſion is here judiciouſly.i intro- 
des and the pleafing proſpect hinted at, of the 
ſame happy iffue attending our affairs in the Eaſt- 
ern, that has already crowned them in the Weſtern 


world, muſt afford peculiar ſatisfaction to the 
feelings of every Britiſh reader. 


T be next charadter is moſt i; deſcribed, 

but like a former one, containing ſome perſonal al- 
lufions, requires, to be fully underſtood, a more 
intimate acquaintance with the exterior qualificati- 
ons of the gentleman in queſtion, than can have 
fallen to the lot of every reader. All who have 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing him, however, will im- 
mediately W the reſemblance of the 

portrait. 


See next advance, in knowing Fletcher's ſtecf, 
A youth, who boaſts no common ſhare of head; 
What plenteous ſtores of knowledge may contain 
The ſpacious tenement of Grenvill's brain ! 
Nature, in all her diſpenſations wiſe, 
Who form'd his head-piece of ſo vaſt a ſize, 
Hath not, tis true, neglected to beftow 

Its due proportion to the part below, 
And hence we reaſon, that to ſerve the ſtate, 
* 


Every 
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Every reader will naturally conceive, that in the 


delcription of the principal perſon of the board, 
the author has exerted the whole force of his ge- 
nius, and he will not find his expectations diſap- 


pointed; he has reſerved him for the laſt, and has 


judiciouſly evaded diſgracing him by a compariſon 


to any other, upon the principle, no doubt, quoted 
from Mr. Theobald, by that excellent . Mar- 


tinus Scriblerus. 


None but himſelf can be his parallel.“ 


DovsLE F ALSEH00D. 


As he has drawn this character at conſiderable 
length, we ſhail content ourſelves wich ſelecting 


ſome few of the moſt ſtriking paſſages, whatever 


may be the difficulty of ſelecting where almoſt the 
whole is equally beautiful; the grandeur ef the 
opening prepares the mind for the ſublime ſenſa- 
tions ſuitable to the dignity of a ſubject fo exalted. 


Above the reſt, majeſtically great, 
" Behold the infant Atlas of the ſtate, 
The matchleſs miracle of modern days, 
In whom Britannia to the world Ciſplays 
A fight to make ſurrounding nations ſtare; 
A kingdom truſted to a ſchool-boy's care. 


Ir 
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It is to be obſetved to the credit of our author, 
that although his political principles are unqueſ- 
tionably favorable to the preſent happy govern- 
ment, he does not ſcruple, with that boldneſs 
which ever characteriſes real genius, to animadvert 

uith freedom on perſons of the moſt elevated rank 

and ſtation, and he has accordingly interſperſed his 

commendations of our favorite young miniſter 

with much excellent and reaſonable counſel, fore- 
warning him of the dangers to which he is by his 

firuation expoſed. After having mentioned his 

introduction into public life, and concurred in that 

' admirable panegyric of his immaculate virtues, 

made in the Houſe of Commons by a noble Lord 

already celebrated in the poem, upon which he has 

the following obſervation: 


—— Is Mulgrave, who ſo fit, 
To chaunt the praiſes of ingenuous Pitt ? 
The nymph unhackney'd and unknown abroad, | n 
Is thus commended by the hackney'd bawd. 
The dupe enraptur'd, views her fancied charms, 
And claſps the maiden miſchief to his arms, 
Till dire diſeaſe reveals the truth too late, 
O grant my country, heav'n, a milder fate! 


He attends him to the high and diſtinguiſhed 
ftation he now ſo ably fills, and in a nervous ſtrain 


1 


of manly eloquence, deſcribes the defects of cha- 
rafter and conduct to which his fituation and the 
means by which, he came to it, render him pecu- 
Jiarly liable. The ſpirit of the following lines is 
remarkable: ; | 
Oft in one boſom may be found allied, 
Exceſs of meanneſs, and exceſs of pride, 
Oft may the Stateſman, in St. Stephen's brave, 
Sink in St. James's to an abject ſlave, 
Erect and proud at Weſtminſter, may fall 
Proſtrate aud pitiful at Leadenhall, 


In word a giant, though a dwarf in deed, 
Be led by others while he ſeems to lead. 


He afterwards with great force deſcribes the 
lamentable ſtate of humiliation into which he may 
fall from his preſent pinnacle of greatneſs, by 
too great a ſubſerviency to thoſe from whom he 
has derived it, and appeals to his pride in the fol- 
lowing beautiful exclamation; 


Shall Chatham's offspring baſely beg ſupport, 
Now from the India, now St. James's court ; 
With pow'r admiring Senates to bewitch, 

Now kiſs a Monarch's now a Merchant's breech, 


And prove a pupil of St. Omer's ſchool, 
Of either inſon, Mt, or Jen. the tool? 


9 


: Though 


. 3 
» 


EE [ 24 ] 


T kovgh cold and cautious criticiſm. may per- 


haps ſtare at the boldneſs of the concluding line, 
we will venture to pronounce it the moſt maſter- 
ly ſtroke of the ſublime to be met with in this, 


or any other poem, and may be juſtly ſaid, what - 
Mr. Pope 18s ſo happily ſtiled— 


a To ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art.” 
 Effay on Criticiſm, | 


As we deſpair of offering any. hiv equal to this 


lofty flight of genius to the reader of true taſte, 
we ſhall conclude with recommending to him the 
immediate peruſal of the whole poem, and in the 
name of an admiring public, returning our heart. 
felt thanks to the wonderful author of this invalu- 


able work, , 


No. VI. | . 


As we are eredibly "JANE * many petſons 
of late have in vain enquired of their bookſellers 


for the former impreſſions of the Rolliad, we are 


n in being able to give notice, thus early, of 


_ anew - 


f Þ 


a new edition, the twenty-firſt, now preparing for 
the preſs with all poſſible deſpatch. This, like 
many of the preceding, will be enriched with con- 
ſiderable additions, of which we propoſe hereafter 
to give ſome account. In the mean time, however, 


to gratify ſuch of our readers, as may have been 
hitherto unfortunately diſappointed in their ſearch 
after the work itſelf, we ſhall preſent the public 


with ſome further extracts from the laſt edition, 


accompanied, as before, with our obſervations. 


We. mentioned Jong ſince, that moſt of the paſ- 


ſages intended to be ſelected for our criticiſms, : 
were contained in the ſixth book, where Merlin, by 
means of a magic lantho n, ſhews to Duke Rollo 
the great char cters, cotemporaries, and friends of 


his illuſtrious deſcendant, Mr. Rolle. This book, 
whether it be from the ſubject, or, as we ſome- 
times flatter ourſelves, from the recommendation 
of our commentary, has been generally admired, 
above all the reſt ; and of conſequence, it has been 
reviſed, corrected, and improved with uncommon 
care by the author, in the ſueceſſive editions of the 
poem. Thus in the nineteenth, he introduced, for 


the firſt time, his Epiſode Parjonic, on the viſion of 
Dr. Prettyman, in Si. Margaret's pulpit; and in 


the twentieth, the viſion of the new board of In- 
5 © | - dian 
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dia Commiſſioners, At the fame time, alſo, he 
| very, much enlarged the deſcription of the Hauſe 
of Oocmons, With which he zudiciouſly prepares 
ine reader fog the exhibition of Mr. Rolle, and the 
| other political: heroes of the age, on that theatre 
* of t their, glory. Maps of the country, roynd Troy 
| have. been drawn from. the Uliad ; and we doubt 
ng, that a plan of St. Stephen's might now 
de delingated Wb. the utmoſt ccc from the 


Rolliad, 


* a; 


Merlin firſt uſhers Duke Rollo i into the Fg. $ 
marks the ſituation of the two entrances; one in 
the front, the other communicating laterally with 

1 the Court of Requeſts; and points out the topo- 
grapby of the fire place and the box. 


- 
6 ” 


| in which 
1 Sins tarſen, like a paged in his nitch ; ; 

l | The Gomzom Pearſon, whole ſonorus logs 

 With* « Silence l, 0 there 3 drawn an hundred tongues. 


This paſſage i is the very ſpirit of the prophecy, 
which del: ghts. to repreſent things in the moſt 


 bvely manner. We not nl Hes but bear Pear fon 
| in 


| ih the Heel ö his © ce. ih 105 Suage 08 


3 


is truly prophetic z voincelligible, 5 perl aps, to thaſe 
to ki ach it is addreſfed, but | perfetly clear, full, 
and forcible to thoſe who ive f in the time of cle 


accompliſhment. Duke Rollo might reaſdnably be 


ſuppoſed to ſtart at the barbatous words Pld 
and Gomgom ; but ie; who know fe to Ugnify 


2 4:1 9" 5 > 


an Indian Idol, and the other an Indian inſtroinene 


of muſic, perceive at once the peculiar propriety 


With which ſuch i images are applied to an officer 
of the Houſe of Commons, ſo completely Indian 


as a preſent. A writer of leſs. judgment would 
have contented himſelf with comparidh Pearſon 


ingly to a 
Statue in his niche— 


and with calling him a Stenter, perhaps, in the 


next line: but ſuch unappropriated ſimilies and 
metaphors could not ſatisfy the nice taſte of our 


author. 


The N of the Lobby alſo furniſhes, * 


opportunity of interſperting a paſſage of the ten - 


der Kind, in praiſe bf the Pomoônd who attends 
MS there 
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there with oranges. Our poet calls her Hugſteria, 
and, by a dextrous ſtroke of art, compares her to 
Sbiptonia, whoſe amours with Rollo forms the third 
and fourth books of the Rolliad. 


Behold: the lovely wanton, kind and "I 
As bright Sbiptonia, late thy tender care! 
Mark how her winning ſmiles, and witching eyes, 
On yonder unfledg'd orator ſhe tries; 
Mark, with what grace ſhe offers to his hand 
The bempting orange, e of China” 5 land! 


This gives riſe to a panegyfic on the medical 
virtues of oranges, and an oblique cenſure on the 
indecent practice of our young Senators, who come 
dowa drunk from the eating- room, to ſlee p in the 
gallery. ' 


O! take, wiſe youth, the Heſperian fruit of uſe, 
| Thy lungs to cheriſh with balſamic j Juice. 
With this thy parch'd roof moiſten ; nor conſume 
Thy hours and guineas in the eating- room, 
Till, full of claret, down, with wild uproar, 
You reel, and iretch'd along the . f 


1 


From Us the Ne naturally ſtides into a ge- 
neral caution againſt the vice of drunkenneſs, 
— 


[ 29 4 


which he more. particularly enforces, by the in- 
ſtance of Mr Pitt's late * from the farmer at 
Wandſworth. / 


Ah ! think, what danger on debauch attends : 


Let Pitt, once drunk, preach temp'rance to his friends ; = 
How, as he wander'd, dark'ling o'er the plain, 1 
His reaſon, drown'd in Jenkinſon's champaigne, 14 


A ruſtic's hand, but that juſt fate withſtood, 


And ſhed a premier's for a robber's blood. | 
We have beep thus minute in tracing the tran- 1 
ſitions in this inimitable paſſage, as they diſ- 1 
play, in ſuperior degree, the wonderful ſkill of | | 
our poet, who could thus bring together an | 
orange- girl, and the preſent pure and immaculate 1 | 
miniſter; a connection, which, it is more than 1 
probahle, few of our readers would in any wiſe _ | 
have ſuſpected. e's | 
— Ef fumo dare lucem i 
Grit, ut Hy de hinc miracula promat. 1 
From the Lobby we are next led into the ſeveral =: 
committee-rooms, and other offices adjoining ; and | | 

; among the reſt, Merlin, like a noble lord, whoſe 9 
diary | 

b 

| i 


diary was ſome tie linde Vrifitie, _— chu f 1 
pes the nlter-thoſers." es 


Where aries worthy” of thoſe altars, lie; 
Speech, letter, natratioe; remark, reply, 

With dead- born taxes, innocent of ill, 

With cancell'd claufes of the India dill; 

There pious Northrott s meth rebukes, and dare 

The lofty nothings of the Scrutineer ; KENT xe: 
And reams om reams of tracts, that without pain, 
Inceflant ſpring from Scott's prolific brain. 

| Yet wherefore to this age ſhould names be known, 


But heatd, and then ſogotten in their wii ? 
| Turn my my ſon, &c. Ke. 


"his paffege will probably ORE many of our 
readers, who muſt have diſcovered our author to 
be, as every good and wiſe man muſt be, firmly 
attached to the prefent ſyſtem. It was natural 
for Dante to ſend his enemies to hell; but it 
ſeems ſtrange that our poet thould place the 
writings of his 6Wh friends amd fellow-labouters 
in a water-cloſet. It has indeed been hinted to 
us, that it might ariſe from envy, to find ſome of 


tem better rewafded for their cxettions in the 


cauſe, than himſelf. But though great minds 
have ſometimes been ſubject to this paſſion, we 
cannot ſuppoſe it to have influenced the author 

of 


1 * 1 


of che Ralliad in the preſent inſtance, For in that 
cale we doubt not he would have ſhewn more 
tenderneſs to his fellow-ſufferer, the unfortunate 
Mr. Northcote, who, after ſacrificing his time, 


degrading, his profeſſion, and hazarding his ears 


twice or thrice every weck, for theſe two or three 


years paſt, has at length confeſſed his patriotiſm 


weary of employing his talents for the good of 
his country, without receiving the reward of his 


labours, To confeſs the truth, we ourſelves think 
the apparent ſingularity of the poet's conduct on 
this occaſion, may be readily aſcribed to that in- 
dependence of luperior genius, which we noticed 
in our laſt number. We there remarked, with 
with what becoming freedom he ſpoke to the 

miniſter himſelf z and in the paſſage now before 


us, we may find traces of the ſame ſpirit, in the 
alluſions to the coal-tax, gauze-tax, and ribbons 
tax, as well as the unexampled alterations and cor- 
rections of the celebrated India bill. Why then 


ſhould it appear extraordinary, that he ſhould 
take the ſame liberty with two or three brother- 


authors, which he had before taken with their 
maſter ; and without ſcruple intimate, what he and 
every one elſe muſt think of their productions, 


notwithſtanding he may poſſeſs all poſſible cha- 


rity for the good intention of their endeavours? 


We 
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. We cannot diſmiſs theſe criticiſms, without ob- 
ſerving on the concluding lines, how happily our 
author, here again, as before by the mention of 
Sbiptonia, contrives to recall our attention to the 

perſonages more immediately before us, * 
and Duke + 


No. VII. 5 


We come now to the Saxcreu SancToruM, 
the] Holy of Holies, where the glory of political in- 
 tegrity ſhines viſibly, ſince the ſhrine has been pu- 

rified from Lord Fobn Cavendiſh, Mr. Foljambe, FF. 
Mr. Coke, Mr. Baker, Mayor Hartley, and the reſt 
= of its pollutions. To drop our metaphor, after 

1 taking a minute ſurvey of the Lobby, peeping into 
the Eating room, and inſpecting the Water-cloſets, 

| we are at lepgth admitted into the houſe itſelf. 

The tranſition here is peculiarly grand and ſolemn. 

Merlin, having cortected himſelf for waſting ſo 

much time on inſignifieant objects, 


(Vet wherefore to this age ſhould names be known, 
2 But heard, and then forgotten in their own ?) 


— 
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immediately directs the attention of Rollo to the 
doors of the houſe, which are repreſented in the 
viſion, as opening at that moment to gratify the 
hero's curioſity; then the prophet ſuddenly cries 
out, in the language of antient Religion, 


——Procul, b procul gſte profani ! 


Turn, then, my ſon, where to thy hallow'd eye, 
Yon doors unfold—Let none profane be nigh |! 


It ſeems as if the poet, in the preceding de- 
ſcriptions, had purpoſely ſtooped to amuſe him- 
ſelf with the Gomgom, Pearſon, Hucſteria, Major 
Scott, Mr. Northcote, and the Reverend author of 
the Scrutineer, that he might riſe again with the 
more ſtriking dignity on this great occaſion. 


Such of our readers as are acquainted with the 


old editions of the Rolliad, muſt certainly remem- 
ber the deſcriptions of the bar, the gallery for 
ſtrangers to fir in, and members to ſleep in, the 
clock, the mace, the ſpeaker's chair. Theſe have 
_ undergone little or no alteration, except, perhaps, 
in one or two places, the correction of an inaccu- 


rate rhyme, or a feeble epithet. We ſhall there- 
| F fore 


TE 


fore paſs them « over in ſilence, and n 20 
N ta the ee bench: 


* 


x Where ſit the gowned clerks, by antient rule 15 
This on a chair, and that upon a ſtool; 8 
Where ſtands the well- pil'd table, c oath” d in | green i 


There on the left the T'reaſury=bench. is ſeen, 
No fatin covering decks th' unſightly boards; 
No velvet cuſhion holds the youthful Lords, 
And claim illuſtrious Bums ſuch (mall regard? 
Ah ! Bums too tender for a ſeat fo hard. 


The four firſt lines of the above quotation 
include all that was originally ſaid of the treaſury- 
bench. The four laſt are entirely new. Nor, we 
truſt, will their beauty be found inferior to their 
novelty, They touch on a ſubject of much of: 
fence to the young friends of the minſſter; we 
mean the barbarous and Gothic appearance of the 
benches in the Houſe of Commons. The Trea- 
ſury- bench itlelf- looks no better than a ft form 5 
in one of our public. ſchools. | 


No aun covering Fre the e bg boards; 
* ww alten holds che N lords. 


þ * 


This 


l 


[ 


This koußplet ſtates with much elegance the 
matter of complaint, ana glances with equal dex- 
rerity at the proper temedy. The compoſition is 
then judiciouſiy varied, and the whole art of the 


poet is employed to intereſt our feclings 1 in favour 
of the neceſſary innovation, 


* 


ec 136 . ihuttrious Bums ſuch ſmall regard 4 
"08 Ab! ! Burhs t too tehder for a ſeat ſo hard!“ 


Boy critic knows the interrogation to be a 
figute of the moſt powerful effect. Hence it is 
not unfrequently employed by e to wo Point 
to a TO; as 


Ws, —— eceleſtibus ite 


And if our readers are deſitous of ſeeing its full 
force in the preſent inſtance, they have only to 
fubſtitute che following verſe, which expreſſes the 
ſame ſentiment in a more direct mannet, 


« Illuſtrious BUMs might merit more regard.“ 
How flat, how ſpiritleſs this, in compariſon. of 


the other; Nor is the interrogation the only ſtrong 
F 2 "mane 
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figure employed in this admirable paſſage. This 
is immediately ſueceeded by an interjection, with 
an exclamation of the moſt pathetic kind, 


cc Ah! Bums too tender for a ſeat ſo hard! 


Who can. read the firſt line of the couplet 
without feeling his ſenſe of national honor moſt 
deeply injured by the ſuppoſed indignity, and who 
can read the laſt without melting into the moſt un- 
feigned commiſeration for the actual ſuffering, 
to which the youthful Lords are at preſent expo- - 
- ſed? It muſt, doubtleſs, be a ſeaſonable relief to 
the minds of our readers, to be informed, that 
Mr. Pitt, as it has been ſaid in ſome of the daily 
papers, means to propoſe, for one article of his 
Parliamentary Reform, to cover the ſeats in general 
_ with crimſon ſatin, and to decorate the Treaſury- 

bench, in particular, with cuſhions of crimſon vel- 
vet; one of extraordinary dimenſions being to be 
appropriated to Mr. W. Grenville. 


The epithet tender in the laſt line we were at 
Firſt diſpoſed to conſider as merely {ynonimous 
with e But a friend, to whom we repeat. 
5 = ed 


ed the paſſage, ſuſpected that the word might bear. 


ſome more emphatical ſenſe, and this conjecture in- 
deed ſeems to be eſtabliſhed beyond doubt, by the. 
original reading in the manuſcript, which has 
ſince been obligingly communicated to us, 


« Alas! that Bums, ſo late by pedants ſcarr'd, 
Sore from FIT ON ſhould ſuffer ſeats ſo hard ]“ 


We give theſe wunde, not as admitting any com- 


pariſon with the text, as it now ſtands; but merely ' 


by way of commentary to illuſtrate che Poct's 
_—_— 


From the 7 likes bench, we aſcend one ſtep to 
the 0s bench. 


“There too, in place advanc'd, as in command, 
ce Above the beardleſs rulers of the land, | 
On a bare bench, alas! exalted fit, 

The pillars of Prerogative and Piti; 
Delights of Ala, ernaments of man, 
66 Thy Er Rr happy —_— 


This paſſage has been ſo much changed, as to 


be rendered in a manner, perfectly new. 1 he 


movement 
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movement of the line is, as the. ſabject requited, 
mere elevated than that of the preceding: Yet 
the prevailing ſentiment excited by the deſcrip. 

tion of the Treafury Bench, is art fully touched 


by our author, as he paſſes, in the Hemiſtich. 


On a bare bench, alas 


Which is a beautiful imitation of Virgil's 


— Ab! filice in nu dd. — — 


The pompous titles ſo liberally beſtowed on 
the Bengal ſquad, as the pennyleſs hirelings of oppo- 
5 fition affe& to call them, are truly in the Oriental 
taſte; and we doubt not, but every friend to the 
preſent happy government will readily agree in the 
juſtice of ſtiling them, pillars of prerogative and 
Pitt, delights of Ala, and ornaments of man; neither, 
we are aſſured, can any party object to the laſt of 
their high dignities, Sovertigns of the Sovereign of 9 
India, ſince the Company's well-known ſale of 
Shah Allum to his own Viſier, is an indiſputable 
proof of their ſupremacy over the Great Mogul. 
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As our author has been formerly accuſed of pla- 
giariſm, we muſt here in candour confefs, that he 
ſeems, in his deſeription of the India bench, to have 
had an eye to Milton's account bf the devil's throne, 
which, however, we are told, much exceeded the 
poſſible ſplendor of any India bench, or even the 
-magnificence of Mr, Haſtings himſelf. Fa 


High on a throne of. royal ſtate, which far 
Outſhone the wealth of Ormus, or of Ind; 

Or where the gorgeous Eaſt, with laviſn'd hand, 
Show'rs on ber Fn barbaric pearl and 1 1 . 4 


This 3 ek our readers will ob. 
ſerve, is exactly and literally copied by our author, 
It is alſo worthy of remark, chat as he calls the Ben. 
gal Squad, 


735 Pillars of Prerogative and Pils, 


80 Mitton calls Beelxebub, 


A Pillar of State: — 
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5 Though, it _ that the. expreſſion here 
f atioied may equally have been ſuggeſted by one of 
the Perſian titles, ſaid to be engraved on a ſeal of 
Mr. Heſtings;-where we find the Governor General 
_ Aliled, Pillar of the Empire. But we ſhall leave it 
to our readers to determine, as they may think pro- 

per, on the moſt probable ſource of the metaphor, 
whether it were in reality derived from Beelzebub or 
Mr. Habu. 


From the above general compliment to the 
India- bench, the poet, in the perſon of Merlin, 
breaks out into the following animated apoſtrophe 
to ſome of the principal among our Leadenhall- 
ſtreet Governors: 


All hail I ye virtuous patriots without blot, 
The minor Kin/on and the major Scott: 

And thou, of name uncouth to Britiſh ear, 
From Norman ſmugglers ſprung Le Meſurier, 
Hail Smiths; and Vraxhall, unabaſh'd to talk, 
Tho? none will liſten ; hail to Gell and Pall: 

Thou Barwell, ju/t and good, whoſe honor'd name, 
Wide, as the Ganges rolls, ſhall live in fame, 
Second to Haſtings : and, Vanſittart, thou, 

A ſecond Haſtings, if the Fates allow. 


The 


The bold but truly poetical apocope, by which the 
Mleſſrs. At-kinſon and Fen-kinſon, are called the two 
 kinſons, is already familiar to the public. The 


minor Kinſon, or Kinſon the leſs, is obviouſly Mr. 


Attinſon; Mr. Jentinſon being confeſſedly greater 55 
than Mr. Atkinſon; or any other man, except ove; 


in the kingdom.—The antitheſis of the Major Scott 
to the minor Kinſon, ſeems to aſcertain the ſenſe of 
che word Major, as ſignifying in this place the 
greater; it might mean alſo the elder; or it might 
| equally refer to the military rank of the gentleman 
intended. This is a beautiful example of the figure 

ſo much admired by the antients under the name of 


the Paronomaſia, or Pun. They who recolle& the 
light in which our author before repreſented Major 


Scott, as a pamphleteer, fit only to furnifh a water 
claſet, may poſſibly wonder to find him here men- 


tioned as THE GREATER Scott; but whatever may 


be his literary talents, he muſt be acknowledged to 


be truly great, and worthy of the conſpicuous | 


place aſſigned him in his capacity of agent to 


Mr. Haſtings, and of conſequence chief manager 


of the Bengal Squad; and it mult be remembered, 


that this is the character in which we are now con- 


ſidering him. The circumſtance of Mr. Le Me- 


| ſurier*s origin from the Norman Smugglers, has been 


erroneouſly ſuppoſed by ſome critics to be deſigned , 
for a reproach; but they could not poſhbly have 
G fallen 
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fallen into. this miſtake, if they had for a mo- 
ment reflected that it is addreſſed by Merlin to 
Rollo, who was himſelf no more than a Norman 
Rirate. Smuggling and piracy in heroic times were 
not only. eſteemed not infamous, but abſolutely 


honorable. The Smiths, Call and Palk of qur poet, 
reſemble the 


| Atnndrumgu Haliungue, Nunn, Dug nge, 
of Foe and Virgil; CR a thoſe wy 
Jant-warriors. for the ſake of a ſmooth verſe, and 
diſpatch them at a ſtroke without the diſtinction 
of a ſingle epithet. Our poet too has möre pro- 
feſſedly imitated Virgil in the lines reſpecting Mr. 
Vanſitlart, now a candidate to ſucceed Mr. Haſt- 


And, Vanſittart, thou 
A ſecond Haſtings, if the fates allow. 


Si qua fata aſpera rumpos, 
. Tu Marcellus eris ! 


The paſſage however is, as might be hoped from 
che genius of our author, obviouſly improved in 
the i imitation; as it involves a climax, moſt hap- 


CY pily 


pily expreſſed. Mr. Barwell has been panegyri- 
cized in the lines immediately fotegoing, as fecond | 
10 Haſtings; inferior to Mr. Haſtings alone in vir- 
tues, but of Mr. Vanſittart it is prophecied, that 
he will be a ſecond Haſtings; ſecond indeed in time, 
but equal perhaps 1 in the diſtinguiſhing merits of 
that great and good man, in obedience to the 
Court of Directors, attention to the intereſts of the 
Company in preference to his own, abſtinence from 
rapacity and extortion, juſtice and policy toward 
the princes, and humanity to all the natives of 
Hindoſtan. The ingenious turn on the words, 
ſecend 10 Haſtings, and a ſecond Haſtings, would 
have furniſhed matter for whole pages to the Dio- 
nyſius's, Longinus's, and Quintilians of antiquity, 
though the affected delicacy of modern taſte _ may 
_ condemn it as quibble and jingle. 


We ſhall conclude this number by inſerting, 
without any comment, our author's new project 
for the improvement of the India-bench, with 
which he cloſes the 3 above W 


Oh ! that for you, in Oriental ſtate 

At eaſe reclin'd, to watch the long debate, 

Beneath the gallery's pillar'd height were ſpread, 
(With the Queen's leave) your WARREN'S ivory bed! 
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